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Prayer Diary \

This month we pray for:
Aston The residents of Derby Road, Longcroft and
Green LeasAlso the work of the Aston Bellringers.

Barrow The residents of Moor Lane.

Elvaston The residents of Main Road, Elvastéiso the
Elvaston WI.

Shardlow The residents of Wilne Lane, the Maltings and
Great Wilne

Swarkestone The residents of the Tythe Barn and Old
Hall House.

Twyford The residents of Arleston.

WestonThe residents of Park Lane and Rectory Farm
Mews.

The Community The local Parish Councils.

The DioceseThe Deaneries of Derby North and Derby
South.

~
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Tony Writes....

The Area Vicar o6s Annual Repor
Dear friends

This report gives me a chance to give an overview of the mission and ministry of the Church across
our group of parishes and to highlight significant developments and achievements as well as challenges to be faced in the
ture.

In this light | want to say thank you to everyone, 3 years after we became a group of 7, for responding so willingly tdf some
the ideas we have introduced to make ministering within a group of seven parishes not only viable but also productive. Th
restructuring of worship, the reshaping of PCC and Annual Meetings, the increasing use of e mail to keep every {parish up
date with information, the growth of a ministry team and many other developments have been different from what people
have grown used to, but have nevertheless been embraced
stories from other MMAs and mulparish benefices around the Diocese, you realise that in a quiet way we have been quite
pioneering in this corner of South Derbyshire! In all of our parishes without exception you have embraced the notion that
ministry belongs to the whole peopleof God and is much bigger than owhat the
pable gifted people with a whole range of talents and skills who maintain the-akay running, pastoral care and outreach of
each local church.

| am heavily endebted to my colleagueshia Ministry Team. They are all volunteers and give their time and energy so will-
ingly in The Lordds service. 't i s a s-éne prieghodd ¢hattwe arenso o f
very dependent upon those who are supposedly retired, nevertheless my colleagues, Michael, John and lan, prove that they
have much to give and can enjoy a very fruitful and valued pastoral ministry in retirement, free from all the resparsibility
admin, which goes with my job. We also look forward to welcoming our new-gatipendiary curate, Paul Hygate, to the
Team in July. Joanna is still officially licensed to us as curate, but the nature and location of her future ministi/us-as y
known. We are delighted, however, that she is now at home again after 17 months in hospital and a nursing home. We ari
fortunate too that the ministry of Readers is a weBtablished and accepted part of Christian ministry in our parishes. The
ministry of Suzanne and Alan has been much appreciated, though Alan has asked to be relieved from the duties of leading w
ship at the moment, and our resources have been strengthened this year by the arrival of Bruce Ward, who, with his relaxec
cheery style, has fitted in very well into the ethos of our parishes and, with my support, is currently looking at thélipoesib

being in the firstwave of locally ordained ministers in 2011. (basically priesthood with a local focus.)

Across the Benefice this last year we have made a major focus on the a@arohunications. The most noticeable devel-
opments have been the Website and the Magazine. The Website is an incrediblyseelpoint of contact with people out-

side our regular congregations. The Diocesan Communication Officer, Rob Marshall spoke to the Deanery Synod last Autum
about the importance for the Church of not being left behind by an increasinglyba&sbed society. With the help of lan
Chamberlain at Weston, who manages the Website free of charge for us, we have made strides forward in this regard. Mos
initial approaches about weddings, for instance, are now coming to me via the TDPC Website. As from January we have hac
new | ook colourful magazine, oOn Stream. o I should I i
the magazine for so many years, and to Alan for taking on this new project so imaginatively. It is easy, however, theforget t
fact that we now have a Sunday sheet with readings, notices and prayer topics and a Welcome booklet for any visitors to ou
churches, which means that quite a lot has happened, therefore, during the last 12 months in the area of communications. W
shall be looking this year at the area of Finance, in particulaPtresh Share, to see if we can work out ways ourselves of
paying our combined contribution towards the ministry costs of the Diocese in a fair and responsible way. 2011 will also see
the Diocesan initiative ad Mi s si on A c toammgourPvaya The thrust of these is basically to look at the opportuni-
ties we already have for outreach into the wider community and think about how we might develop these and build on our
strengths. Watch this space!

2009 saw a big increase in the number of weddings across our parishes. The relaxation of the wedding regulations, allowi
people to get married via a oOoqualifying connection, 6 se
village churches just a short distance from the City. This trend has continued into 2010. | am very grateful therefore to the
team of willing volunteers from Aston, who run the surgery hour every Monday evening for the booking of weddings for the
whole Benefice.

Letds now | eave the overview for the time being andnref]l
do this alphabetically, which would mean starting with 1
wards!

Twyford St . Andrewds Church, standing on |l and which occasior

usually surrounded by bleating sheep and seems, on the face of it, to be an unlikely place to find a regular congrégation of

tween 15 and 20 people. The largest percentage of the congregation live outside the hamlets of Twyford, Stenson and Al

leston and have therefore made a deliberate choice to come to Twyford Church. This is reflected in the strong commitment

shown to the work of St. Andrewds and the many wonder ful
Cont od.



